Critical Decision Making in Health Care—Associated Infections:

Managing Serious Skin and Soft Tissue Infections

Learning Assessment
PLEASE CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWER TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS AND MARK THE APPROPRIATE BOX ON
THE EVALUATION FORM.

1.

Which of the following would be appropriate empiric antimicrobial therapy for a
diabetic patient with a skin and soft tissue infection of the lower extremity?

a. oxacillin alone

b. vancomycin alone

c. piperacillin/tazobactam + oxacillin

d. piperacillin/tazobactam + vancomycin

Which of the following groups of organisms should be covered with empiric
antimicrobial therapy for a diabetic patient with a skin and soft tissue infection of the
lower extremity?

a. gram-negative aerobes

b. gram-positive aerobes

Cc. gram-negative anaerobes

d. all of the above

Which of the following are appropriate for coverage of methicillin-resistant
Staphylococcus aureus cultured from a lower extremity wound of a diabetic patient?
a. tobramycin

b. daptomycin

c. levofloxacin

d. fluconazole

Which of the following is an appropriate approach for managing linezolid-induced
thrombocytopenia, in addition to platelet count monitoring?

a. discontinuation of linezolid

b. continuation of linezolid

c. dose reduction of linezolid

d. any of the above approaches are appropriate

Which of the following are appropriate culture techniques for a skin and soft tissue
wound in a diabetic patient?

a. blood cultures

b. swab of wound discharge

c. culture of tissue sample from debrided base

d. all of the above



10.

Which of the following regarding antimicrobial surgical prophylaxis are true?

a. the infusion should be timed so that peak concentrations occur at the time of
incision

b. antimicrobial agents should be selected based on the most likely pathogens to
cause infection

c. surgical prophylaxis should be used for procedures in which an organ-space
infection would be catastrophic

d. all of the above

Which of the following antimicrobial regimens would be appropriate surgical
prophylaxis

for a coronary artery bypass graft?

a. ertapenem alone

b. cefuroxime alone

c. ertapenem + cefuroxime

d. any of the above are appropriate options

Which of the following are first-line treatment options for management of
Clostridium difficile—associated diarrhea?

a. metronidazole PO

b. vancomycin PO

c. metronidazole 1V

d. vancomycin IV

In general, how long should antimicrobial surgical prophylaxis be continued?
a. until intraoperative blood cultures have been finalized as negative

b. for 1 week following the procedure

c. no more than 24 to 48 hours following the procedure

d. any of the above are appropriate options

What is the primary purpose of antimicrobial surgical prophylaxis?
a. to reduce the antimicrobial burden in the surgical area and tissues
b. to completely sterilize the surgical area and tissues

c. to reduce the likelihood of catastrophic postoperative infection

d. aand c are correct
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